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When I  met  Suf jan some t ime back,  he was co-
organiz ing  an arts  event  that  we were perform-
ing at  in  New York ca l led “Chr is t  A-Go Go.”   The
picture I  have in  my mind from that  t ime is  of
Suf jan a lways  being somewhere e lse  in  the room.
“There ’s  Suf jan over  there ,  you have to  meet  h im
and hear  h is  music—he’s  great , ”  h is  proud fr iend
Mel issa  boasted.   When I  f inal ly  met  Suf jan,  he
seemed reserved and he didn ’ t  real ly  want  to
ta lk  about  h is  music .

I  don’ t  remember what  happened af ter  that ,  but
now Suf jan i s  a  very  good fr iend to  me and my fami ly .  For  about  a  year  my two-
year  o ld  daughter  wanted to  marry  “uncle  Suf . ”  Some people  leave New York C i ty
for  the weekend and go to  the Hamptons ;  Suf jan takes  a  bus  down to C larksboro,
NJ  and we love to  have him every t ime.    

Suf jan and I  have been play ing shows together .  I  have asked him to dress  up in
s i l ly  out f i t s  and f i l l  var ious  roles  in  Danie lson Fami le  shows,  and he has  been so
gracious  and helpful .  But  even more important ly ,  many t imes Suf jan has  opened
up the evening shar ing h is  own songs  on borrowed banjos  and gui tars .  I  love to
watch people  hear  and see Suf jan perform his  songs .   At  t imes Suf jan s tands
alone on the s tage s ing ing and play ing quiet ly  wi th  a  banjo ,  and what  you hear
and see and feel  i s  pure power .  Minds and hearts  are  changed.  

Suf jan Stevens wri tes  songs .   He a lso wri tes  f ic t ion,  i s  a  record producer ,  p lays
every instrument  known to modern man,  i s  a  graphic  des igner ,  and has  kni t ted
for  Martha Stewart .  But  Seven Swans is  a  testament  to  Suf jan ’s  songwri t ing ,  f i rs t
and foremost .   The songs  are the foundat ion,  and Suf jan ’s  voice ,  the instruments ,
and his  f r iends ,  a l l  dance around the songs  to  ce lebrate  where they come from.
Where do they come from? 

I  am honored to  know Suf jan and to be present ing  h is  new album Seven Swans .
Enjoy .

Danie l  Smith  
C larksboro
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