
Jason Anderson returns with a studio collaboration with PPhhiill EEllvvrruumm of the MMiiccrroopphhoonneess/MMoouunntt EEeerriiee. New England
glows with honest songs and the joy of working with friends. K compatriots CCaallvviinn JJoohhnnssoonn, KKhhaaeellaa MMaarriicciicchh of the
BBllooww, AAddaamm FFoorrkknneerr of YYuummee BBiittssuu/[[[VVVVRRRRSSNNNN]]]], MMiirraahh and Elvrum all contribute to the music and the loose, inspired

arrangements. After completely finishing an album in 2002 Anderson decided to return to the studio in the summer of

2003 and re-record the best songs from his last year of performing. The result is Jason at his finest: songs with an

evolved writing style and obvious maturity. The off-the-cuff, "first take" sessions were so transcendent that Phil even

donated a new MMoouunntt EEeerriiee song, "Thanksgiving", to the project, as it was recorded with the same pick-up band and

was in line with the album's vision and emotional timbre.

"You Fall” is an inspired duet between Anderson and Elvrum, their voices intertwining through the melancholy

anthem's sublime production. The song flows seamlessly into "A Book Laid On Its Binding"--a song written by Jason's

good friend and tour mate JJooee KKnnaapppp, of OOmmaahhaa''ss SSoonn, AAmmbbuullaannccee.  It consists of nothing more than piano, Jason, and

the golden, heartbreaking voice of Mirah.  The overall effect of New England is such that one feels as though

Anderson is sitting in the same room performing. This feeling is most evident in the largely improvised, "bar-band"

arrangements, most notably on--the ghostly, "Pen Pals"--and "Hold On", which builds to a moving, gospel-like chorus.

And this is to say nothing of the drunken, uplifting finale of "Christmas", or--maybe Anderson's best song--"I Want My

Summer Back".

More than anything, though, New England is a warm, consistent group of songs that reveal themselves more with each

listen. Jason's lyrics are focused, endearing examinations of the human experience; of small epiphanies and melan-

choly yearning. The album sees two musicians--and great friends-- stumbling into something and capturing the

moment. Phil Elvrum the producer and craftsman; Jason Anderson the songwriter and lyricist.
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